CHAPTER SEVEN: PAINT COLOR

Paint is utilized on buildings for two primary reasons: 1) to protect and preserve the exterior
materials and 2) to create color schemes appropriate to a building’s architectural style. Paint can
also accentuate architectural details, provide variety in a neighborhood and allow for personal
expression.

The color scheme utilized on a building influences the historic character of a building, as well as the
surrounding district and neighborhood. Whenever possible the color scheme should reflect the period
and the architectural style of the building or structure. A variety of colors are available to an applicant
that will be appropriate for a historic building in the City of Marietta.

When choosing a paint scheme for a building or structure, an applicant may consult historic
photographs of their building, if available. Many paint manufacturers have researched historic color
schemes and have created color palettes appropriate to time periods in the United States. For example,
Sherwin-Williams has developed an“Arts & Crafts” color palette that is appropriate to the early twentieth
century era in the United States. This palette would be an appropriate choice for a house built during
this era. This palette provides numerous color combinations so that no Craftsman-era building in the
city need look exactly the same.

Historically, the painting of masonry was not typically done except in certain situations where the
original masonry (typically brick) was so porous that moisture could easily penetrate the masonry
causing damage to the interior of the building. This resulted in increased maintenance and expense
because to keep the masonry properly sealed against moisture penetration, the paint finish would need
to be periodically reapplied. In the mid- to late twentieth century, paint was sometimes used because
deterioration of mortar joints allowed for moisture to penetrate a structure. Another scenerio leading
to painted masonry is when it is improperly cleaned by abrasive methods, such as sandblasting, the
masonry can become porous leading to moisture penetration. It is recognized that many masonry
buildings in downtown Marietta have been painted for a variety of reasons.

7.01:  An applicant should utilize a paint scheme appropriate to the structure’s time period or
appropriate to a historic period when major alterations were undertaken to the building.

7.02:  When choosing a color scheme, an applicant should consider that the simpler a building
was the simpler the color scheme would have been. For example, a simple Gabled Wing
Cottage would likely have a trim and body color while a Queen Anne House would likely
have a trim color, accent color(s) and a body color.

7.03:  Porches should be painted with one of the colors, typically the trim color;of the
building.

7.04:  Colors should complement each other and be used to accentuate a building § significant
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Figure 7.1: This is an example of what happens when
masonry is cleaned improperly by sandblasting of the
surface. Masonry has a protective “skin” which protects
against infiltration of moisture. If this skin is removed, as
is the case with sandblasting, the brick can no longer
repel moisture.



Figure 7.2: This masonry has been inappropriately
painted, causing the paint to peel off within one year
of its application. The painting of masonry can cause
recurring maintenance issues and may cause damage
to the masonry.

7.05:

7.06:

7.07:

architectural detail.

The HBR encourages applicants to consider the following color palettes: 1) Sherwin Williams
— Arts & Crafts; and 2) Sherwin Williams - Classical/Colonial; and 3) Sherwin Williams -
Victorian.

Exterior masonry (stone, brick and composite stones) should not to be painted unless they
were historically painted or are currently painted. Masonry should only be painted if there are
no other cost-effective consolidation techniques available to the applicant to halt moisture
penetration.

All paint should be applied in an appropriate manner utilizing the manufacturer’s suggested
application process and/or professional knowledge so that the paint properly bonds and
adheres to the appropriate surfaces to be painted.
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ARTS & ERARTS 19007

IT WAS PURELY USEFUL, AND SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL. But the Arts & Crafts Movement was more
than C’alifﬂmia bunguluws and Prairie School willas. It was a blend Uf Victorian windows, Queen Anne sash,
Colonial columns, Gothic half-timbering, Mission dormers and bungalow brackets—all painted in the deep,
rich Roycroft colors. And whether you're a craftsman purist, or you just like the look, our Preservation Palette
has all the cofurs_}mu needfor utilitarian beau.iy

Roycroft Vellum Birdseye Maple Craftsman Brown Quartersawn Oak
SW 2833 SW 2834 SW 2835 Pl SW 2836

Hammered Silver Roycroft Copper Red
839

Polished Mahogany Aurcra Brown
SW 2840 SW 2

SW 2838 SW 2837

Royeroft Mist Gray Roycroft Brass Roycroft Suede " Weathered Shingle
SW 2844 SW 2843 SW 2842 2841

Bunglehouse Gray Royeroft Bronze Green Roycroft Bottle Green Roycroft Pewter
SW 2845 SW 2846 SW 2847 SW 2848

Figure 7.3: This Sherwin Williams “Arts & Crafts” Color Palette is appropriate to

the Marietta Historic District.
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JLONIAL 1800

IT IS THE TRUE AMERICAN STYLE. First created by ﬁamns]eﬁ%rmn, this balanced blend of 18th cen-
tury neoclassicism and 19th century romanticism emulated the spirit of a new nation with its leanings toward
Ancient Greek and Roman style. Yellowish whites were used to simulate ancient marble. Rookwood Shutter
green was used on outside blinds for its resemblance to the bronze shutters of Renaissance buildings. It’s a style
that continues in Papu.lﬂny fod(y, ﬂnd}au’ﬂﬁnd every authentic shade in our Preservation Palette.

Classical White Classical Yellow Classical Gold Colonial Revival Gray
829 SW 2865 Sw 2831 2832

Colonial Revival Tan Colonial Revival Stone Colonial Revival Green Stone Colonial Revival Sea Green
SW 2828 SW 2827 SW 2826 SW 2825

possible palettes

WALL Classical Yellow  SW 2865 WALL Colonial Revival Stone  SW 2827
TRIM Classical White SW 2829 TRIM Colonial Revival Tan SW 2828
ACCENT Celonial Revival Green Stone SW 2826 ACCENT Classical White SwW 2829

Samples approximate the actual paint color.
Some colors limited to select product lines.

www.sherwin-williams.com

1-800-4SHERWIN
2001 The Shervin-Williams Company

657-2812
CS 8/o1

WALL Colonial Revival Gray ~ SW 2832
TRIM Colonial Revival Sea Green  SW 2825
ACCENT Classical Gold ~ SW 2831

035777543606

Figure 7.4: This Sherwin Williams “Classical/Colonial” Color Palette is appropriate

to the Marietta Historic District.



1900's

YOU REVEL IN THE TINIEST DETAIL. Your style invites the ornate, the intricate, all the delicacy

of Victorian times. And whether the rich, brilliant colors represent a preference, or an exacting desire for

historic accuracy, we have what you're looking for.
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SW 0021

Queen Anne Lilac

Deepest Mauve

Chelsea Mauve

SW 0001

Mulberry Silk
Figure 7.5: This Sherwin Williams “Victorian” Color Palette is appropriate to the
Marietta Historic District.

Cabbage Rose 5W 0003

Toile Red

SW 0008

Cajun Red
*ColorAccents® Uliradeep

Wickerwork SW 0010

Eastloke Gold SW 0009

Billiard Gr: 00186
“ColorAccents®™ Ulradeep

Gallery Green SW 0015

SwW 0013

Majolica Green

SW 0014

Sheraton Sage

Crewel Tan SW 0011

SW 0012

Empire Gald

Pewter Tankard
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SW o018

Festoon Aqua

Peacock Plume SW 0020
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